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§ 28A‑24‑7. Evidence of death or status.
For purposes of this Article, the following rules of evidence apply relating to the

determination of death and status of a beneficiary subject to a requirement of survivorship and
of the person the beneficiary must survive:

(1) Death occurs when an individual is determined to be dead pursuant to G.S.
90‑323 or Chapter 28C of the General Statutes.

(2) A certified or authenticated copy of a death certificate purporting to be
issued by an official or agency in the place where the death purportedly
occurred is prima facie evidence of the fact, place, date, and time of death
and the identity of the decedent. In the absence of evidence disputing the
death certificate, that certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the fact,
place, date, and time of death and the identity of the decedent.

(3) A certified or authenticated copy of any record or report of a governmental
agency, domestic or foreign, that an individual is missing, detained, dead, or
alive is prima facie evidence of the status and of the dates, circumstances,
and places disclosed by the record or report. The record or report is
conclusive evidence of the status and of the dates, circumstances, and places
disclosed by the record or report unless there is evidence to the contrary.

(4) In the absence of prima facie evidence of death under subdivision (2) or (3)
of this section, the fact of death may be established by clear and convincing
evidence, including circumstantial evidence. (1947, c. 1016, s. 8; 1973, c.
1329, s. 3; 2007‑132, s. 1.)


