§ 130A-15. Access to information.

(a) Health care providers and persons in charge of health care facilities or laboratories
shall, upon request and proper identification, permit the State Health Director to examine,
review, and obtain a copy of records containing privileged medical information or information
protected under the Health Information Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) medical
privacy rule, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, that the State Health Director deems are necessary to
prevent, control, or investigate a disease or health hazard that may present a clear danger to the
public health.

(b) Privileged medical information or protected health information received by the
State Health Director pursuant to this section shall be confidential and is not a public record
under G.S. 132-1. The information shall not be released, except when the release is made
pursuant to any other provision of law, to another federal, state, or local public health agency
for the purpose of preventing or controlling a disease or public health hazard or to a court or
law enforcement official or law enforcement officer for the purpose of enforcing the provisions
of this Chapter or for the purpose of investigating a disease or public health hazard.

(©) A person who permits examination, review, or copying of records or who provides
copies of the records pursuant to subsection (a) of this section is immune from any civil or
criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed. (2007-115, s. 1.)
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